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7 Signs Your Pool Lift Needs Service Before Summer
Here are seven common warning signs that your lift may need service before the busy season begins. catching issues early can prevent equipment downtime and costly emergency repairs.

1. The Lift Moves Slowly or Hesitates
A pool lift should operate smoothly and consistently. If the lift hesitates, moves slower than usual, or pauses during operation, the most common cause is a weak or aging battery.
Try fully charging the battery or replacing it with a fresh one. If the problem persists, the motor or internal components may need inspection.

2. The Lift Makes Unusual Noises
Grinding, squeaking, or clicking sounds are often a sign that something isn’t working properly.
Common causes include:
· Worn components
· Lack of lubrication – (Only use manufacturer-approved lubricants. Over-lubricating can attract debris, while under-lubricating increases wear.)
· Loose hardware
· Debris interfering with moving parts
If you hear unusual noises during operation, it’s best to investigate the issue before continuing regular use.

3. The Seat or Armrests Feel Loose
The seat assembly should always feel stable and secure. If the seat, armrests, or footrest wobble or feel loose, it could indicate loose hardware or structural wear.
Inspect bolts and mounting points immediately and tighten or replace hardware as needed.
4. The Lift Does Not Rotate Smoothly
Most pool lifts rotate over the deck and water to assist users safely. If the lift feels stiff or difficult to turn, debris or corrosion may have built up in the deck anchor socket.
Cleaning the anchor and checking for proper drainage can often resolve this issue.

5. The Controller or Handset Stops Responding
If the lift fails to respond when pressing the controls, the issue may be related to:
· Battery charge
· Handset cable damage
· Electrical connections
Always check the battery first, then inspect the controller and wiring for visible damage.

6. Visible Corrosion on the Frame or Hardware
Pool environments expose equipment to chlorine, saltwater, and humidity, which can lead to corrosion over time.
Surface corrosion may simply require cleaning, but deeper corrosion on structural components should be evaluated by a technician.

7. The Lift Has Not Been Serviced in Over a Year
Even if the lift appears to be working properly, annual professional service is recommended. A technician can inspect internal components, verify load capacity, and replace worn parts before they cause operational issues.

Preventative service is always easier, and less expensive, than emergency repairs during peak season.
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